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When things go ill, each fool prefumes' t’ advife, 
And if more happy, thinks himfelf more wife ; 
All wretchedly deplore the prefent ftate, 


And that advice feems beft, which comes too late. 


SEDLEY. 


Wuen a perfon undertakes to advife a Na- 
tion, it is previoutly neceflary that a majority 
of that nation fhould be convineed of their 
paft follies. No. perfon generally known to 
Americans could be fappofed more capable of 
{peaking the bold language of truth to the Ame- 
rican ear, than Peter Porcupine. He was no 
flatterer of the people. He held them in fo- 
vercign contempt. In the 6th Number,of the 
Rufh-Light he has’ undertaken to, fhew Ame- 
ricans their paft follies :—but by, the recent 
elections, we may fuppofe they have becn con- 
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vinced, without the aid of Cobbett: and they 
can now bear to hear truths which would have 
been grating to the American ear four years 


ago. 


Without entering into the difagreeable tafk 
of recounting patt follies, this Republican Taper 
will, as far as its feeble rays can be feen, en~ 
deavour to illuminate the future path of patri- 
otic Americans. 


No Nation, in fo fhort a {pace of time, was 
ever fo deceived and bewiideratl by falfe lights. 
—During the whole adminiftration of John 
Adams, an ignas fatrus was continually Jead- 
ing the good citizens ef this country from one 
delufion to another; and fo well did the Old 

Gentleman play his part, that he appeared him- 
ielf to be ohe of the deluded multitude, efpe- 
cially when he pretended, in the height of his 
infatuation, to fee the finger of Heaven poi 
to war! 


O John! John ! the people were certainly de- 
luded ; but you alfo were deceived in the peo- 
ple. Ven had the weaknefs to believe, that 
Americans were ready to marclunder your ban- 
ner, as the croifaders marched under the fign of 
the Crofs, with Peter the Hermit; but you found 
yourfelf miftaken. ‘Thofe who imagine they 
can rule by delufion in the nineteenth century of 
the Chriftian era, when the art of printing has 
multiplied books, and confequently knowledge, 
are 
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are grievoully miftaken. ‘The Cobler has now 
as much knowledge as the Monk ; and a Robert 
Slender, mending fhoes, could give a leffon on 
the art of government, to John Adams, Prefi- 
dent of the United States of America. 


There is nothing @bfolutcly perfe&, but the 
Supreme Mind; and yet every thing may be 
faid to be perfect, that anfwers the end for 
which it was defigned. A clock that keeps 
good time, is a perfect clock, though not a per- 
fec& machine; and an honeft and upright man 
is a perfect man, though not a perfect being ; 
fo that although abfolute perfe&tion in govern- 
ment may not be attainable, it would be the 
extreme of folly to think that no farther im- 
provement can poflibly be made in that fci- 
ence; and they are the greateft enemies of the 
human race, who attempt to diffuade men from 
making experiments, or difturb thofe who would 
peaceably inftrué mankind. 


B 2 CHAP, 


























CHAP. If. * 


O! heaven-born Patience, fource of peace and ref, 
efcend ; infufe thy fpirit through my breatt, 
That I may calnily meet the hour of fate, 
~My foes forgive, and triamph o’er their hate. 
My body let their engines tear and grind, 
But let not all their ‘racks fubdue my mind. 
| Maier. 


R gpurnicAN principles are acknowledged 
td be only in a {tate of probation. While men 
ay trying experiments, it has a bad afpect, and 
fhews they are not fit for the tafk they have un- 
dertaken, if they faffer themfelves to get out 
of patience. Are Americans ready to cry out, 
in one unanimous’ acclamation, ** It will not 
do ;”—-** we muft have a king, after the man- 
ner of European nations.” ‘** Weare tired of 
ele@ion and reprefentation, as having produced 
nothing but rancorous party difputes ’ No: 
but we are certain, that fome impatient {pirits, 
hot-headed and violent ‘men, fuch as Fenno, 
Hamilton, Pickering, &c. who have not the 
patience to go through the tedious procefs of 
an experiment, and who would ring the bell 
half a dozen times while their punch is making, 
would, and do, make ufe of fuch language. 


The 
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The great body, of the American people are 
{atisfied with the procefs, fo far as it has gone; 
and are ienfible that when any defect has ap- 
peared, it has pointed out its own remedy. 


In every undertaking where the joint efforts 
of many are concérned, it is abfolutely. necef- 
fary, that every individnal making:an exertion 
fhould know the ultimate defign and final--end 
of his endeavours; in order that every man may 
give ‘© along pull, and a ftrong pull, and: a 
pull altogether.” 


Every fyftem of government has its adVan- 
tages and difadvantages: and any of them 
would, perhaps, anfwer the end of general hap- 
pinefs much better, if the Citizens were made 
acquainted, what that fyftem is; or, in other 
words, what is the grand defign of government, 
in alk its movements. Every Patriot would 
exert himfelf to promote that end; and although 
there might be fome contrariety of cpinion, 
about trifles, there would never be thofe vio- 
lent and tumultuous factions, which, by having 


different. ends in view for the happinefs of 


their country, bear againft each other in oppofite 
directions ; diftract the councils of a Nation ; 
and betwixt them, no good can be done. 


This fyftem, of purfuing ove end, is, what 
has made Eneland fiourifh for the laft century. 
Her ftatefmen have always had in view, the 
fecurity of property, the greatefl poflible im- 

provement 
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provement in agriculture, arts and commerce ; 
and, finally, that the few might have the means 
of living in idlenefs, upon the labours of the 
many. ‘lhe wars which that nation has been 
engaged in—her navy—her foreign poffeflions 
—her debt—in fhort, all her enterprifes abroad, 
and laws at home, have been made with a 
view to that end. And, however her great 
men and ftatefmen may have differed about the 
means, yet they haveall certainly agreed about 
the end; tillthe commencement of the prefent 
war with France. 


W hen the United Provinces rofe to their meri- 
dian {plendour, there was the fame unanimity in 
their councils, refpecting the end, or fy{tem to 
be purfued ; namely, an extenfion of commerce 
—and accordingly they fucceeded : but as foon 
as two factions iprung up, one who wifhed to 
put the Republic under the protection of Eng- 
Jand, and the other under the influence of 
France; then the public good was no longer 
regarded, and laws and regulations were made, 
not with a view to the public good, but by the 
prejudice and paflion of party. Thus, commerce 
(the vitals of the republic), being difregarded 
by the rulers of the nation, fell into decay. 
It will be the fame in England. Formerly the 
trifling party difputes betwixt the is and outs, 
never retarded the preat and principal purfuits 
of the nation: but the parties are now changed. 
It is no longer Pitt and Fox, but the Govern- 
ment and People: and as they pull in oppofite 
directions, 
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we mutt expect to fee England decline. But 


this is not the only caufe of the declenfion of 
that nation. 


Now, can any perfon tell? can the prefident 
himielf, or any member of congrefs fay, what 
is the fyftem purfuing, or to be purfued, for 
the happinefs of America? 


By the defire fome men have for a navy and 
armies of volunteers, one would imagine their 
plan was to forma monarchy ; an extenfive fo- 
reign commerce, and the acquifition of diftant 
colonies ; the navy to etfeét the one, and the 
army to accompliih the other. But thefe men 
are inconfiftent, through ignorance; for they 
difcourage the arts, without which no country 
can ever fupport an army, or be permanently 
commercial. ‘To this it may be objected, that 
Holland and Venice are not, in an extenfive 
degree, manufacturing nations, and yet carry 
on commerce, and have a navy. ‘To which it 
may be anfwered, that the back countries 
behind thofe ftates abound in arts and manu- 
factures ; which is the fame thing. 


By the condu&t of other great men in the 
United States, one would imagine that it was 
their defign to make America have a great re- 
fembkance to Poland; where the great nobility 
poffefs all the land, and the real cultivator is 
poor and wretched. ‘Thefe are your land {pe- 
culators, who were once for fending all the peo- 
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ple into the woods, to become cerfs to the great 
lords ; and who, like the angel who guarded 
Paradife, wave their flaming {words over the 
lands of America, left aay perfon fhould culti- 
vate them for his own ufe, and live in free- 


‘dom. 


The Englifh government, and the merchants 
from that country, fettled here, have encou- 
raged this idea; becaufe in that cafe the At- 
lantic ftates would increafe but little in popu- 
Jation; and, ¢hat, principally in the fea-ports, 
and thereby become an eafy prey (like Dant- 
zick) to their old mafters. 


Again, by the difcourfe of Harper, and fome 
other of the high-flyers, it might be fappofed 
that this country ought to become a warlike 
nation, and fally forth, like the Greeks under 
Alexander, or the Romans under the Cefars, 
and deftroy the Spanifh empire in South Ame- 
rica; and, at once, extend the dominion of 
the Eagle to the Pacific Ocean and the Iftthmus 
of Darien. Yet thefe men, equally inconfiftent 
with thofe others, when they are {poken toa. 
concerning the introduction of the arts, fay, 
That the country is too young for fuch great 
attempts. How! too young to make a gar- 
ment, and old cnough to overturn an eftab- 
lifhed government! ftrange inconfiftency. 


But the greater number of the people, and 
the merchants efpecially, wifh to make, the 
country 
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country purely agricultural ; that the mer- 
chants may have the exclufi ive pr ivilege of fur- 
nifhing them with goods, 2 and exporting their 
produce. /They imagine there will always be 
a ready market for American produce: abroad. 


It is no wonder (if this be a true ftatement) 
that men coming to congrefs from diftant parts 
of the union, with fiuch a difcordancy of opi- 
nions, refpecting what is good for their coun- 
try, fhould fo difagree in fundamentals, as it 
is found they do. 


It is the intention, therefore, of this Rufh- 
Light, truly republican, to point out what, in 
the opinion of the author, is the true policy 
of America to purfue inher future condud, 
both with refpect to foreign nations and in her 
domeftic concerns ;. that every republican, 
throughout the wide extent of the Unien, may 
cheerfully put his fhoulder to the wheel; and, 
by one grand effort, extricate our political ma- 
chine out of the quagmire into which it has been 
involved, by the unfkilfulnefs of its conductors. 


In sonnel this purpofe, it is not in- 
tended to criminate, vilify, or calumniate any 
perfon, for their paft conduct. If the confti- 
tution has been abufed, we will fay it was 
done through ionos ance and folly. Ifinnocent 
men have languifhed in jail, by the effets. of 
the Sedition Law—-if the national reprefentation 
has been violated,: in the perfons of Lyon and 

Vor. H. C Randolph=- 
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Randolph—if the infolence of a ftanding army 
has been intolerable to the citizens—or a poor 
fellow delivered over to Britifh barbarity, for 
having done his duty—we fhall confider all 
thefe things as errors of the head, and not of 
the heart. It is folly to repine, or be angry, 
when things cannot be recalled. Poor Jonathan 
Robbins cannot be brought to life again; nor 
can the unfortunate Mrs. Cooper, whofe afflic- 
tions and death were brought on by grief, be 
reftored to her family and friends. 


Fear and an over-heated imagination will 
make many weak-minded men commit very 
cruel actions. Is it poffible otherwile to ac- 
count for the abominable barbarity exercifed 
on Lyon, Holt, Callender, Cooper, &c. but 
in a phrenfy of the brain, a difeafe of the mind, 
which, continually, pictured to the difturbed 
imagination, nothing but murder and affaflina- 
tion, as often as the word republican or Jaco- 
bin was pronounced ? It was out of the power 
of thefe maniacs to prevent this affociation of 
ideas; and they ought to be the obje&s of our 
pity and compaflion, rather than of ovr ven- 
geance ; efpeeially as very few have been mur- 
dered by their folly. Many, you will fay, 
have been ruined in their fortunes. Granted: 
but this evil is to be recovered, if we only 
know how to do juftice, and re{pect ourfelves. 
We have the confolation of having done our 
duty; of having ftood forward, defenders of 
juftice, truth, and right, in perilous times, 

when 
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when right, truth, and juftice were banifhed 
from the land; and we have glorioufly tri- 
umphed. They have the mortification to look 
back only on their own folly and madnefs, and 
forward to the contempt and difapprobation of 
every good man. 


Will thirteen fenators, who would fell their 
country for a mefs of pottage, enjoy the re- 
palt, amidft the execrations of their fellow-ci- 
tizens? or will it be impoflible, under a vir- 
tuous adminiftration, to make thofe peculators, 
Dayton, Pickering, and an infinite number of 
{mall fry, deliver up their fraudulently held 
balances to the treafury, and thereby prevent 
the ‘neceflity for loans at eight per cent.? If 
we can only purfue wife and fober meafures in 
future, and-redeem the paift mifpent time, it 
is enough. It would only fhew a fpirit of 
malice, inconfiftent with the moderation of 
republicanifm, to be for ever venting our 
{pleen againft our undoers ; although they have 
brought us to the verge of deftruction, and it 
is evident that we have only efcaped through 
our own mighty exertions. If they can be 
driven from their terreftrial Paradife, and dif- 
abled from any more ftabbing and undermining 
the Republic, we ought to be fatisfied. Could 
this be accomplifhed (and we will certainly 
foon have it in our power), I would not, as 
far as my fuffrage goes, confine one of the vil- 
jains in jail; no, not for a fingle day—nor 
even put them in fear of the terrible found of 

C2 a mar- 
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a marfhal’s voice. I-wifh to furnifh demon- 
{trative evidence of the fuperiority of repub- 
lican virtue over ariftocratic violence.—Not 
that I would have thefe men retained in their 
places, of which they have fhewn themfelves 
unworthy: certainly, I would have the Augean 
{table fwept perfectly clean ; not a particle of 
filth would I fuffer to remain :—not a corner 
for the vermin to breed in, afrefh; but my re- 
fentment would end there. It would give me 
no pleafure to purfue John Adams to an oftra- 
cifm.; nor to profecute Hamilton and Fenno 
upon the Sedition Act; let them retire, in the 
name of God, merciful aed gracious, to the 
fhades of private life. 


‘¢ The brave only know how to forgive ; 
it is the moft refined and generous pitch of 
virtue human nature can arrive at. Cowards 
have done good and kind actions ; cowards 
have even fought, nay, fometimes, even 
conquered ; but a coward never for- 
gave. It is not in his nature; the power 
‘¢ of doing it, flows only from a ftrength and 
sreatne!s of foul, conf{cious of its own force 
and fecurity, and above the little tempta- 
tions of refenting every fruitlefs attempt to 
interrupt its happinefs.” 


But inthe moment that we forgive thofe men 
—who have brought difgrace upon our country, 
who have made the very name of republican 
difreputable—we oxght to endeavour to re- 
move 
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move fome of the prejudices whch they have 
created ; and which, if not counteraéted, ‘may 


do more mifchief than even they themfelves 
have done. | 


They have told us, and too many Americans 
have believed it, That in the event of the 
election of Mr. Jefferfon, we fhould have a 
war with England. But I will undertake not 
only to fhew that we fhall have no war with 
England, but alfo, that America has nothing 


to fear, under a wife adminiftration, from any 
foreign nation whatever. 


When nations lie contiguous, and whofe 
boundaries, as it were, run into each other, 
or are only feparated by a {mall river, or an 
imaginary line, running over the tops of moun- 
tains—when the peace of nations refts upon the 
caprice of a weak-headed king or emperor, 
then there may be a great caufe of apprehend- 
ing. war. ‘* Sometimes one foolifh prince 
‘** quarreleth with another, for fear the other 
fhould quarrel with him. Sometimes thefe 
loggerheads lead on their fubjects to war, 
becaufe the enemy is too ftrong; and fome- 
times becaufe he is too weak. Alliance, by 
blood or marriage, is a frequent caufe of 
war between princes ; and the nearer the 
kindred is, the greater their difpofition to 
quarrel.” But thefe caufes of war cannot 
hold good in this country. We have no alli- 
ance, by blood or marriage, with any of the 

princes 
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princes of Europe; and it cannot poflibly be 
the intereft of any of them to invade us, if it 
were in their power. 


The Englifh government are too well con- 
vinced of the enormous expence of carrying on 


a war againft America, ever, ferioufly, to at- 


tempt it. They cannot, with all their fleets, 
make an impreflion upon the continent of Eu- 
rope, which lies within half a day’s fail of their 
own fhores. How often have they been re- 
pulfed from the coafts of France and Holland? 
and yet we are to be perfuaded that they might 
be fuccefsful at the diftance of three thou- 
fand miles ; after their foldiers are enfecbled 
and emaciated by a long fea voyage. _No:— 
there is not a fingle European power, who is 
ntad enough to think ferioufly, for one mo- 
ment, of invading America. They have nei- 
ther men nor money to {pare for fuch a Quix- 
otic expedition ; nor can their judgment, their 
reafon, or their intereft, ever didtate fuch a 
foolifh project. But they may harafs our trade, 
at fea.—Yes: and they will do fo, as long as 
they are waging war againft each other in Eu- 
rope, and in the colonies: but when peace 
fhall be reftored to thofe diftracted countries, 
our trade will fland upon the fame footing as 
that of other nations; if we were even to have 
no treaty with any foreign power. During an 
European war, we fhall be plundered at iea ; 
and, in peace, we fhall be free to plough the 
ocean, in {pite of treaties. 


But 
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But it may be faid, that the Canadians may 
be inftigated, and the back Indians excited,. by 
Britifh gold, to make predatory incurfions upon 
our North or North-weftern fettlements: or 
the Spaniards, and Indians ({purred on by Spa- 
niards) may make irruptions from the South 
and South-weft. What reafonable grounds 
can there be for fuch a fuppofition? Is it rea- 
fonable to think, that the Spaniards will be fo 
blind to their own intereft, as to fall out with 
America, from which fhe will draw fuch an 
immenfe fource of riches ? Does not every one 
know that New Orleans wil! become the grand 
emporium of trade for all the inhabitants upon 
the weftern waters, and that our trans-moun- 
tain citizens muft feek there a vent for their 
{uperabundant produce? This reciprocity of 
good offices, may produce peace and friend- 
fhip, but never ought ty give any apprehenfion 
of war, except we defire it on our own part, 
or are led into it by the imprudence of our 
own adminiftration. 


It cannot, in any degree, impair the happir 
nefs of our weftern citizens, or check the ex- 
ertions of their genius, that the port, which 
opens their country to the fea, fhould belang 
to another nation. After agriculture, no place 
in the world is evidently deftined by nature to 
become the feat of the arts, fo much as Ken- 
tucky and the Weltern Territory ; and the 
manufactures, the produce of thefe arts, will 
find their way into the Spanifh dominions foon- 
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er, by New Orleans belonging to a foreign 
nation, than if it belonged to America. Let, 
therefore, our weftern brethren attend to ma- 
nufactories, where provifions will be cheap, 
the price of manual labour moderate, and 
where there are abundance of raw materials, 
of all forts. And this is as far as their monied 
capital will altow them to go. 


And let Spaniards, Frenchmen, or adven- 
turers of any nation, carry their capitals to 
New Orleans, to purchafe the manufactures of 
the weftcrn country, with ready money. 


As for the Canadians, on our northefn fron- 
tier, they are {o much inclined to peace, that 
George and Pitt could not ftir them to war, 
by any conditions ; and we are now fo well 
acquainted with the temper of the Indian 
tribes, as to know that it will be our own 


fault if they fhould be unfriendly. 


Whenever, therefore, People of America, 
your conftituted authorities cry out, War, 
War, be affured they have fome deep, knaviflr 
defign under this cry. Your pockets or your 
liberties are indanger. Seek no other proof 
of their enmity to the Republic; of their def- 
pite to the laws of God, and of their unfitnefs 
for the high ftations in which you have inad- 
vertently placed them. Take the firit confti- 
tutional opportunity of difmifing them, and 
chootfe men who are the advocates of peace ; 
for 
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for it is in peace only, that you can expect te 
flourifh. 


Oh! ftretch thy reign, fair Peace, from fhore to fhore, 
Let conqueft ceafe, and flav’ry be no more ! 

And the freed Indians, in their native Froves, 
Reap their own fruits and woo their fable loves. 
Exil’d by thee from earth, to deepeft hell, 

In brazen bonds fhall barb’rous Discorp dwell: 
Gigantic Pripr, pale Terror, gloomy Care, 
And mad Amairrown fhall attend her there. 

There purple VENGEANCE, bath’d in gore, retires, 
Her weapons blunted, and extin& her fires. 

There hateful Envy her own fnakes fhall feel, 
And Persrcution mourn her broken wheel: 
There Faction roar, Oppression bite her chain, 


And gafping tyrants thirft for blood. in vain. 


CHAP. Ii. 


Of the Means of Defence. 


Bor, my fellow-citizens, if your prejudices 
are not yet overcome; if you ftill think that 
war may be the lot of America, in {pite of the 
wifdom of thofe who govern her councils, in 
{pite of the univerfal defire, from Maine to 

Vou. I, D Georgia, 




















Georgta, for peace, and although you are con- 
vinced it is not the intereft, yet as it might be 
reconciled with the folly of England, France, 
or Spain, to invade us, I will, therefore, pro- 
ceed to {peak of the proper meafures of defence. 


Whatever is poflible, may arrive; and I 
agree that we ought to provide againft poffible, 
as well as probable, contingencies. It is there- 
fore not difputed, but that we fhould put our- 
telves in a pofture of defence. But how we 
are to affume that formidable attitude, is now 
the queftion. Ariftocracy will fay, By a ftand- 
ing army, commanded, and officered, by the 
well-born :—and John Adams may recommend, 
that ** cheap defence of nations,” a navy! but 
neither of thefe can ever be contemplated by 

the Republican Rufl -Light ; nor one ray ifue 

from our taper, to prefent in a favourable point 
of view either of thefe modes of defence, be- 
yond a very {mall degree. ‘“S Overgrown mi- 
** litary eftablifhments, under any form of go- 
** yvernment, are inaufpicious to liberty ; and 
** are to be regarded as particularly hoftile to 
*¢ republican liberty.” So faid the Uluftrious 
WwW: afhington. 


The defence therefore that we fhall recom 
mend, confifts of two parts. 1ft, a well orga- 
nized militia 3 and, 2d, a judicious regulation 
of the duties on imports. We fhall touch a little 
on each of thefe topics 5 and firflt of a militia. 


* A well 
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* A well regulated militia is the proper, na- 


** tural and fafe defence of a free government.” 
Conflitution of Delaware. 
The militia-of this country, mult be con- 
“ec 


fiderel as the palladium of our fecurity, 
“ and the firft effectual refort in cafe. of hof- 
“* tility. It is effential, therefore, that the 
“* fame fyftem fhould pervade the whole ; that 
the formation and difcipline of the militia 
of the continent fhould be abfolutely, uni- 
form ; and that the fame f{pecies of arnts, ac- 
coutrements, and military apparatus, fhould 
be introduced ia every part of the United 
“* States. No one, who has not learned it 
** from experience, can conceive the difficulty, 
‘¢ expenfe, and coufufien which refult from a 
contrary fyftem, or the vague arrangements 
which have hitherto prevailed.” 
W afhington. 
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A militia, taken in the moft extenlive figni- 
fication, means the whole of the citizens in 
arms, or in battle array. But as no poflible 
cafe can ever require every individual citizen 
to march out to battle, there can be no mili- 
tary organization of the militia, until every 


foldier is made acquainted with his four of 


duty. Every petty officer knows, every cor- 
poral entrufted with the command of twelve 
men, perfectly underftands that he muft num- 
ber his men, from unity upwards, that they 
may know their fucceflion of duty... Can there 
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be any thing more unmilitary, or which would 
fhew a total difregard of difcipline, than for 
the commanding officer of an army, who had 
an intention of fending off a detachment, to 
enquire for volunteers? Where there is per- 
fec difcipline, proper organization in a military 
ftyle, every brigade, regiment, company, pla- 
toon, and individual, ought to have their tour 
of duty marked out by certain rules; and if 
this regularity is neceffary in fections, great or 
fmall, of an army, how can they be difpenfed 
with in organizing the whole nation ?—Let me 
know whether [ am to be called on, firft, fecond, 
third, or fourth, in cafe of an invafion or in- 
furrection, and I will arrange my affairs ac- 
cordingly. Let me know whether my age or 
ney youth, whether a life of celibacy or matri- 
mony, fubje&s me to the firft call; whether 
the circumttance of refidence, my riches or po- 
verty, or what elfe cxempts me altogether, or 
brings me into the firft ranks of the defenders 
of my country. 


If thefe matters are not previoufly arranged, 
who will confent to regulations formed at the 
moment of invafion? If, by fuch a regulation, 
{am unexpectedly required to abandon my fa- 
mily and home, and fhould perceive fome in- 
juftice or partiality in the requifition, and con- 
fequently refule my confent, with what grace 
can the exempts force me to march to a duty 
equally incumbent upon themfelves ! Some of 
the beft difciplinarians in America are well 

aware 
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aware of the neceffity of fuch an organization 
of the citizens in militia: but they are the ad- 
vocates of a volunteer army. An army of men 
who are willing to be converted into machines 5 
to kill or be killed, to get a living. Thefe 
men, though I give them credit for their know- 
ledge of military affairs, muft be reprobated, 
as they are paving the way for the annihilation 
of liberty. A voluntecr army, receiving pay, 
and the freedom of a nation, arc incompatible 
with each other. Nay, I deteit volunteering, 
in any fhape whatever, with or without pay ; 
as a principle militating againit the republican 
inftitution of clection andreprefentation. How- 
ever, until the citizens in militia fhall be per- 
fe@ly organized, until it fhall be known to 
every man what is the tour of his duty; and 
until the volunteers 77 pay be totally difbanded, 
let the republican volunteers, ext of pay, hold 
their arms, as a fecurity that thefe things fhall 
be accomplifhed. 


The friends of Defpotifm, and of its right 
arm, a volunteer mercenary army, wifh to 
have it believed that it is impracticable to or- 
ganize the citizens into an effective militias 
and that no poffible conjunction of the civil and 


military ftate can be adequate to the defence of 


a nation ; but Iet us not be deceived. It might, 
indeed, be difficult fo to organize a militia, 
properly fo called, as to anfwer every purpofe 
for which volunteer merecnaries are adapted. 
They would not fo readily overturn the liber- 

ties 
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ties of their country ; but as a defence againit 


y 

& forcign invafion or infurrection, their conftruc- 
ie tion muft be very defective indeed, if they did 
id not repel an enemy with much more certainty 
t | and effect. 
a 


y Thefe friends of Defpotifm are always wil- 
ling to Icave the militia in an imperfed ftate, 
or to make its duties irkfome to the citizens, 
' that its difadvantages may be continually ap- 
Ay parent ; andthe neceflity of a regular army 
t made obvious. 


There is nothing that requires the watchful 
and jealous eye of Republicanifin more than 
this arrangement of the citizens into foldiers, 
for the defence of the {tate ; and it is much to 
be defired, that the fubject fhould be taken up, 
and treated of difpatlionately, by fome of our 
good republican military writers. 
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; Ox Impofts as a Mean of Defence ; and the 
true Republican Syftem of Taxation. 


I SHALL now proceed to examine the fecond 
branch of the fyftem of defence, namely, the 
; duties on the importation of foreign goods, com- 
| monly called the impofts. 





Mr. 








Mr. Burke has faid, ** Taxation is an eafy 
** bufinefs. Any projector can contrive new 
‘* impofitions: any bungler can add to the 

“old.” If the ftatefman has no other object 
than raifing a fum of money, taxation would, 
certainly, be a very eafy bufinefs : but we in- 
tend to fhew, that revenue ought only to be a 
Secondary objet with the ftatcefman, in impojing 
duties on importation ; and that DEFENCE againft 
aggrelf on, and protection to the citizens, fhould 
be the primary confideration. If a revenue can 
be obtained from it—good. It is like killing 
two birds with one ftone. Eut a government 
which depends upon the impolts, as the prin- 
cipal fource of its revenue, muft feel itfelf ex- 
tremely weak in any contention that may arife 
with foreign nations. Any interruption of 
trade, with a foreign power, will produce a 
defalcation of the revenue; at a peried too 
when, inftead of its being diminifhed, it ought 
to be increated; for every contention with fo- 
reign nations caufes an additional expenfe to a 
country. 


If revenue were not the primary object of 
the impofts, we could fay to any hoftile na- 
tion, ‘* We will lay a duty, amounting to a 
prohibition, upon the importation of your 
goods, if you do not immediately ceafe your 
acor effions, and make us reparation ; this “will 
be. infinitely more injurious to you, than all 
the benefits arifing from the fpoliations on our 


commerce. We can either purchafe fuch goods 
from 
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another country, 6r employ our citizens in their 
a fabrication ; or, finally, fubmit to a total pri- 
ud vation, rather than bear your infults with im- 
punity.”’ 


If the rulers of an hoftile nation could not 
be brought to reafon by fuch language, their 
talents would be fo much below mediocrity, 
"i that we need not fear but we fhould beat them 
‘ in the field. 


But if the fear of injuring our own revenue, 
i fhould prevent us from ufing that manly lan- 
. guage, and the enemy fhould know it, Will it not 
i make them much more nice, infolent, 
; and hoftile ? and have not the Britith suber need 
already the force of my reafoning ? 


‘a | For want of this control over the impofts, 
we have been prevented from giving a vital {tab 
to a hoftile nation, in the encouragement of 
the emigration of her beft artifts. We durft 
not, for fear of injuring our revenue, protect 


' them by duties, in the firft eftablifhment of ex- 
: pentive arts. We were afraid evento retaliate 

upon that hoftile nation, by laying equal duties 
upon equalthings. We have fuffered the hat- 


making bufinefs to decline, becaufe we durft 
not lay the fame duty on Englifh hats that 
England docs on American ones, for fear of a 
defalcation of the revenue: that being the pri- 
mary objeét, which I infift ought not to be the 
cafe. Has nature intended England to be a 

hat- 
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hat-making country ?—England ; who has no 
fur, bat that of a few rabbits; or America, 
which abounds with fur of every kind, and of 
the beft qualities ? And fhall we defpife the 
gifts of nature; throw away our fur trade ; 
and all, becaufe the caterpillars of the nation 
have nothing to feed on but twelve per cent. ad 
valorum on foreign goods? 

As the citizens of a free country muft fub- 
{cribe, according to their abilities, to the exi- 
gencies of government, it only remains to be 
enquired, in what manner they fhall do it, with 
the leaft injury to themfelves, and the greateft 
advantage to the ftate. If it be difadvantageous 
to depend on the impofts, for a permanent re- 
venue ; if it has been proved that it robs us of 
one of our beft meafures of defence ; and pre- 
vents government from being able -to protec 
the manufacturing citizens; it is evident, that 
we ought to look to other means of revenue, 
and leave to the impofts the full force of de- 
fence and protection, as far as the fyftem is 
capable of being applied to that end. 


At the fame time, I have no doubt, but the 
impofts, under the management which I re- 
commend, would be fully as prodnétive as 
they are at prefent. Some articles would pro- 
duce a great deal more, and others much lefs, 
fo that betwixt one thing and another, the re- 
venue from that fource would remain much as 


it is. Great Britain draws a great portion of 
Vat. IL FE her 
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her fupplies from the impofts ; but it is welt 
known, that fhe never fuffers the object of re- 
venue to ftand in the way of defence or pro- 
tection. The manufactures of Great Britain 
are protected by extraordinary duties, even 
upon goods manufactured in their governments 
in India, and yet we conftantly hear of an an- 
nual encreafe from that branch of revenue. 


Direct taxation is certainly the only proper 
republican mode of raifing a revenue.—The 
citizens are, inthat way, beft informed of what 
they are paying, without any deception. A 
greater proportion of the fum payed goes at 
once into the treafury ; and the citizens have 
only to enquire, once a year, whether their 
money has been honeftly expended. Every 
other mode is like ftealing the moncy out of 
your pockets. Defpotic governments do not 
tell the people how muchthey mutt pay ; they, 
therefore, have contrived, to make a poor man 
pay fomething to the government every time 
he puts his hand into his pockct.—They have 
long incapacitated the working clafs of. people 
from faving fo much as a dollar to pay ina 
direct manner: they, therefore, make him pay 
double in the purchafe of the neceflaries of. 
life—-when he buys a pound of foap he pays 
two pence té government, a pound of candles 
two pence, a quart of beer two pence, and a 
pound of {alt two pence. If he purchafe a hat 
two fhillings, a pair of fhoes two fhillings, and 
and fo of every article that can be ee 

ant 


{ af } 


and this money, ftolen from the people, goes 
in {uch a circuitous route to the treafury, that. 
not much more than one half, actually paid, 
ever finds its way thither. 


A tax upon licenfes is a moft abominable tax. 
Why fhould one man pay for the exercife of 
his calling, more than another? If a man’s 
occupation tends to immorality, it ought to be 
fuppreffed altogether. But a tavern keeper of 
all others ought not to pay any additional tax. 
If-it were poflible, he ought to receive fome 
compenfation from the ftate, to enable him to 
be hofpitable and kind to ftrangers, and way- 
faring men: that a ftranger, the moment he 
comes to fojourn among us, fhould not be liable 
to any more extortion than the fettled citizen. 
Why fhould I be obliged to pay four times as 
much for a dinner at atavern, when I am pur- 
fuing my lawful occupation, on a journey, as 
when I am at home with my family, but that 
the tavern-keeper by an improper policy, ° is 
loaded with heavy rents and additional taxes? 


But if licenfes were delivered to every one 
demanding them, the evil would not be fo 
great ; at prefent, thefe licenfes operate as a 
kind of monopoly ; and prevent the free exer- 
cife of talents, and that competition which is 
fo beneficial to fociety at large. 


In Mahometan countries, inns, or (as they 
are called) caravanferas, are erected by the 
E 2 ftate, 
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itate, for the accommodation of travellers on the 
road. Among the Turks it has been confidered 
that men muft fometimes travel, and, on the 
journey, want accommodation; but, in Chrif- 
tian countries, man has been only confidered 
as a vegetable, and he becomes the. fubject of 
double taxation the moment he affumes fo much 
animation as to change his place. 


Licenfes are a tax on the fociability of man. 
If I ftay at home and get drunk I am only 
charged the ordinary taxes, but when I become 
a focial being, and feek for company at the tae 
vern, I muft fubmit to double taxation. 

There is a certain degree in which I am 
friendly toftamp duties, they might be reforted 
to fometimes, upon extraordinary occafions, 
and for particular purpofes, and dropt when 
the exigencies which occafioned them ceafed to 
exift. But of all fpecies of taxation for the 
fupport of lawful and honeft government, I 
certainly, muft repeat, that a direct levy in 
proportion to property is the beft, and moft 
confonant to republican principles ; as, indirect 
fiibfidies are the fitteft to fupport a monarchy. 
This truth is well known in the councils of 
Touffaint, who has lately changed the dire& 
tax for an indirect one; well knowing that the 
indire& mode is beft fuited to the principles 
and fupport of defpotifm. 


Whilft I {peak in praife of public contribu- 
tions 
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tions by a dire& affeffment, when the burden is 
proportioned in fuch a manner as that one man 
fhall not feel more of it than another, yet! feel 
no ways inclined to advocate the direc&t tax now 
levying in the United States, which bears all 
the marks of that folly, ignorance and cor- 
ruption for which the adminiftration, from 
whence it originated were fo con{picuous. 


It will be one of the greateft misfortunes in 
the federal fyftem, if not guarded againft in 
time, that the people may be overwhelined 
with an hoft of tax-gatherers. On one day, 
the municipal colle&or comes round for his 
water, lamp, ftreet and pump taxes for the ufe 
of the city ; next day, perhaps, you are affailed 
by the ftate collector ; and, on the third, be- 
fore your purfe has recovered from the drain 
made by thefe fuckers, you are called on by 
the United States collector. Suppofing the 
money was abfolutely wanted, equitably levied, 
and judicioufly expended, it muft be a hardfhip 
in itfelf, and very oppreflive, that the people 
fhould pay three or four collectors where one 
might very well anfwer the purpofe. By this 
means an ignorant man will never know when 
he has done paying, or know on whom to fix 
the greateft degree of rapacity. 


Either the legiflators who framed the direct 
tax were ignorant of this increafing evil; or 
they faw it, but corruptly intended to fence 
round the government; and render it inde- 

pendent 
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pendent of the people, by creating pofts and 
places for their friends; for otherwife, they 
mult have fen, that the burden upon the peo- 
ple would be infinitely leis, and the bufinefs 


equally well done, by the ftate collectors, for 
a very imall advance. 


As the federalifation of republican ftates, 
will, it is hoped, one day take place of treaties 
and laws of nations among kings; republicans 
ought ferioufly to guard againft that evil which 
I have mentioned above, namely, the multi- 
plication of tax-gatherers, which feems to grow 
out of the federal plan of government—a plan, 
which if well managed, would be equal to the 
government of the Globe itfelf, and bring 
about that happy millenium when the fons and 
daughters of men fhall be all children of one 
family, and the found of war be heard no more. 
Bat if the foltering, and nurfing up of the fe- 
deral fyften, were left to fuch men as we have 
{een unfert tunately blundering, and intoxicated 
at the helm, for the laft four years, the human 
ace would be thrown back into the dark ages 
of ignorance and fuperftition; and the Ame- 
ricans on the Atlantic fhores would haften to 

refemble the favages on the Pacific Ocean. 
If fach men were fulfered to continue to rule, 
could it be lone expected that the people of 
New- Hampfhire and Georgia would call each 
other compatriots, or {peak the fame language? 
no, the plough that now gives peace would 
yicld to the tomahawk, or murdcring Pe 
set 
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Let thofe, therefore, who can fee the harmony 
of federa2lizing nations, be on the watch to pre- 
vent the introduction of any thing which may 
deftroy it. And nothing more, my dear coun- 
trymen, requires your vigilant attention, than 
a too complex fyitem of taxation; creating a 
multitude of officers and inferior dependants, 
all firmly united to the government, whatever 
character it may affume, but carelefs about the 
happinefs of the people, and hoftile to their 
rights. Such is one of the abominable features 
of this direct tax. 


Another, equally horrid, and which demon- 
ftrates the negligence, incapacity or want of 
honefty in its framers, is the inequality of its 
bearance on the different ftates. But it will 
always be the cafe, when legiflators make laws 
to ferve a particular purpofe, or to forward a 
favourite meafure, that thefe laws will be very 
defective in the details; create great uneafinefs 
among the people upon whom they operate; 
and, freguently, require amendment; and, 
perhaps, though the {pirit of the law may be 
good, muft be totally repealed. How often 
muft legiflators be told, even by their confti- 
tuents, who are fuppofed not to have fo muci 
knowledge as themfclves, that they fhould 
never fuffer pallion to guide them; but that 
the grand principle of eternal juftice, and the 
good of mankind, fhould be their only rule. 


The federalifts, as they improperly and 
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ufurpingly ftile themfelves, after having been 
adverfe to a dire land tax, propofed in 1795 
by republicans, upon republican principles, 
and properly digefted; which had no other 
object im view but thetranquility and happinefs 
of the people, bring forward their land tax, 
at a time when the paflions of the American 
people were roufed by foreign depredations ; 
in order to fill their own pockets and be ena- 
bled to carry their favourite meafures, viz. 
an increafe of power to the government, and 
humiliation of the people. 


This is the reafon that the land tax, though 
in its {pirit truly republican, has become fo 
obnoxious. The fpirit of a free people muft 
be roufed, when they fee their country filled 
with tax-gatherers, taking the dimenfions of 
every man’s property, and affuming over him 
thofe high airs which republicans can never 
brook. Their indignation muft be excited 
when they know that the diitribution of this 
tax among the ftates is far from being equitable 
or juft, according to the population and riches 
of the ftates refpectively. 


When the republicans propofed a direct land 
tax in 95 it was not with an intention of raifing 
additional revenue, but in order to relieve the 
cultoms from thofe fhackles by which they are 
now bound—to enable them to be ufed as a 
meafure of defence againft foreign deprada- 
tions at all times. It was then oppofed by the 
monarchifts, 
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moiarchifts, and foi-difant fedcralifts; and, 
they were willing that the right arm of Ame- 
rica fhould be tied up, rather than we fhould 
wound the feelings of our dear mother country. 


But when it was refolved, by a junto who 
forced themfelves into the councils of J. Adams, 
and who have no more’ perional friendfhip 
for him than I have, that a bold ftroke fhould 
be made, to annihilate the fta.e governments 
to form the United States into a government 
one and indivilible ; to raife up certain families 
into rank and dignity, and exclude the mais 
of the people, the induftrious farmer, artizan 
and merchant from every fhare in the eovern- 
ment, either as electors or reprefentatives ; 
then, in order to carry this grand project into 
execution, a friendfhip mutt be maintained 
with thofe foreign powers who fhould be fa- 
vourable to it, fuch as England, and all the mo- 
narchies. A regular army of volantecrs muft 
alfo be at command: and above all, money 
mit be raifed for this important object. 'To 
draw money from’the pockets of a free people 
there muit be fome pretence. ‘The old {tale 
trick, which that miferable and crazy govern- 
ment of England has fo often played, was 
therefore reforted to, viz. a quarrel with a 
neighbouring power to give occafion for ad- 
ditional taxation.—Francc, as every one 
knows, was the nation that was ehoten for this 
purpofe. ©The Chinefe perhaps, might have 
done a3 well; a ramour might have been fpread 
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that they had fitted out a great armament; 
were bending their courfe acrofs the Pacific. 
Ocean; about to land on the weft coaft of, 
America; and, penetrating through the woods, 
would, in a fhort time, appear on our weftern 
fyonticr. ‘"Thisis an event far from being im- 
pailibic, and therefore might have been belicv- 
ed: but.a quarrel with France anfwered a double 
purpote, that of raifing money and rendering 
obnoxious republican principles which were 
intended to be overthrown. 


Under fuch a fpirit, and with fuch views, 
if was not pollible for legiflators to make laws 
that would mect the approbation ef reflecting 
nen, or have any perraanent duration. 


The conelufion is, that the dircct tax ought 
© certainly continued, but the provifions 
of the law ought te be revifed, as foon as honeft 
men ean be found for that purpofe, and ren- 
dered lets berdenfome and oppreilive. 


The future ftatefmen of Anrerica, will, then, 
have complete power over the impofts, to ufe 
tlvat political engine either as a defence againft 
foreign aggreffion or as a bulwark to protect 
American manufacurers. 


There is no event fo defirable to the lovers 
of mankind, than that there fhould be a free 
trade betwixt all nations, and that merchants 
houtd be canfidered as citizens of the world 
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and be allowed to, pals and répafs to every 
nation, without paying higher duties than 
would be neceffary to defray the expente o! 
light houfes, harbours, quays, kc. In thet 
cafe, the moft honeft and induftrious nation 
would always have the preference. But 2s 
this cannot be done but by an univerfal fede- 
ralization of ftates; and the Gothic fyftem of 
treaties being totally abolifhed, an cvent not 
likely to happen for many years; we fhould 
make it a rule to treat other nations cxactly 
as they treat us. If with liberality, than we 
ought to be liberal, if they reftrain our trade 
we fhould reftwain theirs; every other rule 
would be an injuftice to our own citizens. 

If another nation produces fomething which 
we want, but cannot produce, we fhould per- 
mit it to enter our ports on paying avery fmal! 
duty. 


_ But, if we can grow or manufacture the 
fame kind of goods with another nation, if that 
nation prohibits the importation of ours, fo 
thould we prohibit the importation of theirs. 
If this be not done, a defpotic country will 
always have the advantage over a free republic; 
and, in time, bring it into the fame condition 
with itfelf, (poverty and degradation); be- 
caufe under a defpotifm, men are obliged to 
labour inceffantly for a bare exiftence ; and; 
by that means, would underfell the citizens of 
a free republic in their own markets, if fuf 
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fered to compete with them. This fyftem, if 
purfued for any length of ‘time, would necef 
farily bring on poverty, the forerunner of 
flavery. 


Thus, you fee, it is the folly of mankind, 
or rather of thofe who prefume, without abi- 
lities, to rule them, that have brought about 
the decadence of republics; and that it is by 
no means the order of nature, as fome un- 


thinking, weak-minded men would make us 
‘believe. 


If the citizens of a republic, have neceffarily 
higher wages than the flaves of defpotifm, are 
they not thereby enabled to pay higher for the 
neceflaries of life? 


If an American carpenter can earn one dollar 
a day, and a Scots carpenter a fhilling, is not 
the one as able to purchafe a hat from his 
fellow-citizen at four dollars, as the poor 
Scots flave, can afford to buy his felt hat, at 
four fhillings. Thus, freedom is the bafe of 
the manufacturing column, as well as the com- 
mercial Corinthian capital which overtops it ; 
becaufe the confumption is much greater where 
liberty reigns. A poor Welfhman, muft wear 
his five fhilling felt hat for five years, while 
the independent citizen of.a well organized re- 
public, can afford to have a good rorum, or 
beaver once a year. 


Now, 





Now, in order to fhew at one view, that 
our manufacturing citizens are’ greatly dif- 
couraged, and not put upon a footing with 
thofe of other nations, I fhall | give a lift of the 
principal manufaéburies that are already as well 
eftablifhed in this, as in any country on the 
earth; and then, exhibit the difference betwixt 
their being imported into ‘mu and the 
fame kind of goods when brought into this 
country, the manufacture of England. , 

| 

By the ftatute 3 Edward, 4..c. 4.the impor+ 

tation of the following eli which we mant- 


facture as well as the Englifh, are totally pro- 
hibited : 


Saddles—andirons—gloves—things wrought 
of tawed leather—fhoes—playing cards—hats 
—cards for wool—and generally all kind of 
goods wrought by joiners, painters, card-ma- 
kers, weavers, horners, bottlemakers, or cop- 
perimiths; and the duties on ftarch, hair- 
powder, parchment, paper, foap, {pirits, and 
refined fugar, are fo great, as to amount to a 
prohibition ; whilft they are all admitted into 
this country on paying the following low du- 
ties, to the great injury of the citizens who 
have been at the expenfe of eftablifhing thefe 


works, or {pent their youth in an appren- 
ticefhip. 


Goods 
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Goods either prohibited in England, or which 
pay fo high duties as amount to a prohibition ; 
and which are admitted into America, upon 
paying the following low duties. 


Saddles, - - Io per cent. 
Gloves, - - 15 

Shoes, - bs ts OF 
‘Tannedandtawed leather, 15 

Playing cards, - - 25 cents per pack. 
Combs, - + =  I§ per cent. 
Hats, a el aie 15 

Bottles, - ~ - - 10 

Copper manufactures, 15 
Stockings, a ese 

Starch, - > i ' oe 
Paiteboard parchment, 10 

Hair powder - 15 


08. A F.: 3. 


A NATION that is increafing m population 
ought alfo to increafe in riches, in the fame 
proportion, or what muft become of the next 
generation, whofe numbers have, perhaps, been 
: doubled, 
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doubled, without doubling the real, and per- 
{onal property. If, intwenty-five years, Ame- 
rica fhall be able to double her population, 
without alfo doubling the value of her proper- 
ty, fhe muft become poorer, every year; and 
a confequence of that poverty, would be a 
check on population. Wealth will produce a 
numerous population, either by emigration or 
procreation, but population does not always. 
fuppofe a proportional progreflive increafe of 


wealth, without good laws tending to multiply 
riches. 


Nations, like individuals, acquire wealth 
only by a well directed induftry, fuited to the 
fituation and relative condition of the refpective 
countries. It is fit for fome ftates to dired& 
their attention to commerce, as the Venetians, 
and the Dutch; their territory being fmall, 
having an eafy communication with the fea, 
and an induftrious, agricultural, and manu- 
factoring people lying behind them, in the 
inland country. It is proper that other 
ftates, having a mountainous inland territory, 
fhould apply themfelves to agriculture and the 
ufeful arts; whilit other nations, as England 
and France, may unite in themfelves all the 
three great branches of human induftry ; agri- 
culture, the arts and commerce. 


It is without doubt, that the United States of 
America, is fo happily fituated upon the Globe, 
that fhe may fome time, excel in them all; at 

prefent, 
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prefent, fhe ought to beware of beginning at 
the wrong end. 


‘Taking things upon a great f{cale, (as Ame- 
rica muft be confidered), a rude ftate of apri- 
culture muft precede the ufeful arts; and both 

unt take the lead of commerce. If, in any 
nation this order of things fhould be inverted, 
it is contrary to nature, and cannot be perma- 
nent. The gucition, therefore, that I would 
propofe to every American, is, Whether it is 
proper to begin with being carriers to the 
world, with aview of encouraging agriculture, 
or begin with agriculture. and afterwards to 
move on ftep, by ftep, according to the order 
of nature, and: finifh in having a well culti- 
vated country ; good roads, canals, navigable 
rivers; the arts, even the fine arts, in a high 
ftate of perfection ; and, finally, the ocean co- 
vered with her fhips? or, in other words, 
whether the growing capital, the favings of 
anatinthery fhould be feparated from the increaf- 
ing population, fending the one into the woods 
and the other to the fea; the one Eaft, and the 
other Weft. The arifto-federalitts, during 
their long, difaftrous reign of twelve years, 
have yoked a horfe to each end of the cart, 
and whipped«and fpurred them on, in oppofite 
dircftions, tearing the nation afunder and put- 
ting her to the rack, by fending the population 
one way, and the riches another. 


But how could it be fuppoted that flich men 
as 











od 


as John Adams, and his New-England junto, 
could know the grand art of directing the na- 
tional ftream of wealth ; an art, only known to 
the accomplifhed ftatefm: an, to which title thefe 
men can have no pretenfions: their fordid, and 
bafe paflions may, indeed, teach them to dire& 
the people’s money into their own pockéts : 
but; fuch is the imbecility of their intellects, 
that they have not the power, (if they had 
the will), to point out the path by which the 
nation may be led to wealth and profperity. 


You weak, purblind, infignificant wretches, 
can you not perceive that the interior of your 
country wants improvement ; that an hundred 
millions of dollars ought to be expended. to 
make decent roads only; that the whole mo- 
nied capital of the United States, is by far too 
ligtle for the purpofes of internal improve- 
ment ; and that the increafe of population, muft 
neceffarily, tend to keep up a defliciency of that 
capital. If you had been wife, you would have 
taken meafures ciametrically oppofite to thote 
you have done: inftead of encouraging monied 
men to rifk their capitals on the ocean; and, 
afterwards, making the farmers pay dear for 
protecting that property, on an uncertain ele- 
ment, a prey to buccaneering nations; you 
fhould have made it profitable for men of 
wealth to employ it in creating farms, with or- 
chards and cornfields in the wildernefs, fafe from 
the barbarous Algerines, or the more favage 


navy of England. 
Vor. Il. G The 
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The fame means that were takén to give an 
additional impuife to commercial riches, in the 
eftablifthment of banks, ifufed to promote agri- 
culture, and the arts, would have pufhed the 


nation ‘forward to a ftate of profperity unex- 
ampled in any age. 


If banks of depofit and mortgage, had been 
eflablifhed in the country, as well as in the 
{caports, to employ the furplus monied capi- 
tal of the nation, another face of things would 
have been feen at this day. We fhould never 
have have had to complain, firft, of the {polia- 
tions of Great Britain, or mow, be afhamed of 
being a dupe to her bafe promifes of remune- 
ration. We fhould have had no quarrel with, 
or the imputation of ingratitude to, our old 
friends ; and the millions your folly has coft 
us, would be sow in the pockets of the people. 
But, the fingle fact of your humiliating and 
difpracet ful tranfactions with the barbarous 
powers of the Mediterranean, is fufficient to 
demonftrate your incapacity for the firft offices 
of government. 


Ifhould be glad to know, what curious kind 
of political arithmetick you made ufe of, to 
know, that it was for the good of America, 
that her fhips fhould pais the Straights of Gi- 
bralter ? and, above all, how you can make it 
appear, that the profits of the whole Mediter- 
ranean trade, will pay the ‘expenfe of the 
Algerine treaty, and other treaties with bar- 
barians 








barians three thoufand miles from your coaft. 


In my opinion, the happinefs, profperity and 
independence of America, does not depend 
upon her citizens pafling the pillars of Her- 
cules ; and,. that we ought not to give one cent 
for the privilege: and you, worthlefs admi- 
niftrators! you could have no reafon for paying 
fuch an enormous tribute to thefe barbarians, 
if it were not to draw the riches of the natien 
from the Weft, to fend it to the Eaft, contrary 
to that found principle of American policy, 
That the riches, as far as it is in the power 
of government to direct, fhould be made to 
move in a weftern direction ; among our induf- 
trious, enterprifing citizens on the frontier ; 
for it is better to fubfidize every tribe of In- 
dians in America, from Lake Superior, to the 
bay of Mexico, rather than give a dollar to the 
Algerines. It is more profitable to lay out 
10,000 dollars, inthe cultivation of back Jands, 
than 100,000 rifked upon the Ocean. Indivi- 
duals aretempted by the profpect of immediate 
gain; nations fhould look forward to a perma- 
nent and fubftantia! inheritance. But, even 
prefent advantages are not fo great as fome . 
men would have us to believe. ‘Thisisatruth, 
which has been at all times clear to my under- 
ftanding, though very difficult to demonftrate. 
At preient, immediately after the failure of 
fuchaman as Blight, the affertion may be fairly 
hazarded, and left withont any othcr proof 
than that faét, to fupport it. 

G 2 It 
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If fome of the proprietors about Meade’s 
Ville, had employed their capitals in the Weft, 
on terra firma, in preference to the Eaft, a- 
meng perfidious ‘enemies, and on the boifterous 
main, their figure, character and rank in focie- 
ty, would have been far different to what it is 
at prefent. 


The conduct of thefe men, and many others 
who have trode in the fame path, is an illuftra- 
tion of the folly of the arifto-federalifts, and 
ought to be a warning to a republican federal 
adminiftration to avoid fimilar evils. 


Since then, the arifto-federalifts, during their 
fhameful adminiftration, have brought the na- 
tion only to difgrace abroad, and taxation at 
home, without accomp!Uhing one good pur- 
pofe; it is to be hoped, the Republican fede- 
ralifts, who have conftantly oppofed them, 
will, when they come into power, make a bet- 
ter ufe of it than they have done. It is to be 
hoped, that they will divert the ftream of riches 
more to the Weft, by encouraging ufeful arts 
for home confumption; that they will do for 
the nation, what every induftrious farmer pur- 
fues in his domeftic economy ; make the family 
appear in homefpun ftutf. 


When aman only confiders, for a moment, 
the immenfe territory lying uncultivated ; and 
the prodigious increafe of population, which 
yearly takes place; it muft ftrike him, that a 
capital 
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capital proportioned to that increafe, fhould 
be provided to procure accommodation for the 
rifing generation, and the influx of ftrangers ; 
and, that theie matters, fhould be the firft ob- 
jects of government. And, on a fecond reflec- 
tion, fhall we not be equally furprized, that 
thefe arifto-federalifts not only have neglected 
that important duty, but have made their ig- 
norance apparent, by teeming not to underftand 
it ; they have not only, I fay, forborne to put 
the nation in the road to profperity, but they 
have ftood, like the angel before Balaam and 
his afs, to prevent its progrefs ; and the nation, 
as blind as Balaam, has not been able to fee 
what oppofed its happinefs. At laft, happily, 
our eyes are opened, and we are forry, like 
Balaam, for the beating we have given the re- 
publicans, who have been always friends to 
America, ever fince they have been the afs, 


upon which the people have ridden unto this 
day. 


— : @ : 4a 


CHAP. V. 


AMONG the variety of things, which pro- 
duce happinefs or mifery, profperity or adver- 
fity, to a nation ; not one is of fo much impor- 
tance, or fo little underftood, as the flux and 

reflux, 
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reflux, the plenty or {carcity, of money. It is 
not intended, in a work like the Ruth-Light, to 
write an elementary treatife, on the circulating 
medium: but, while our rulers fhew their ex- 


treme {gnorance of that political organ, it can- 
not be deemed improper to throw out a few 
hints, asa kind of primary impulfe, which 
may, perhaps, induce men of brighter talents, 
more leifure, and better means of information, 
to purfue the enguiry. 


This kind of political knowledge, is the more 
neceffary at prefent, as it will ailift in counter- 
acting that poifon, which, with diabolical affi- 
duity, has been adininiftered by the fedevalifts, 
to the good people of America. They have 
keen told; that, under the adminiftration of 
Jeterfon, ‘the National debt would be extin- 
guifhed, in order to excite the fears of thofe 
who live upon the intereft; and, fome filly re- 
publicans, have been weak enough to believe 
this villainous infinuation ; though not one fe- 
deralift who propagated it, ever entertained 
fuch a belief, fora moment. But to throw out 
oe and keep theinfelves in power, they 
will go any lengths ; and, when their offices 
are no longer tenable; when they find they 
mult be driven from their fortreffes by the im- 
prefive and commanding voice of a great peo- 
ple, they will imitate the bafe, cowardly and 
treacherous conduct of the Englifh, at Toulon ; 
for, armmongit them it will not be difficult to 
find many men of as-bafe a cait as fir Sydney 
Smith, 





Smith, who will bear the torch of deftruction, 
while the other villains: fheer off with their 


booty, by the light of the conflagration. Hap- 
pily, the. conflitution is incombuttible. Its 


depolitory, the hearts of the American ‘people, 
is fire proof. 


An extinguifhment of .the national. debt, 
would, certainly, be a very defirable thing ; : 
but there can be no neceflity for doing it in any 
other manner, than by the rules of juftice and 
equity.’ Will the holders of public ttock be in 
grcater jeopardy, under a peaceable and eco- 
nomical adminiftration, than under aturbulent, 
reftlefs and expenfive one, fuch as we hate 
experienced for the laft four years? If the 
price of ftock, fhould fall during the adminif- 
tration of Mr. fefferfon, it will be, becaufe a 
new ficld will then be opened for the employ- 
ment of capital: monied men will find it siore 
profitable to employ their riches in adorning 
the face of the country, and in eft ablithing, 
ufeful arts, than lending it to the nation at fix 
per cent. If the price of ftock has been conf- 
dered in England as the political barometer 
which points out national profperity or dete- 
rioration, we muft not think, it will be the fame 
here, unlefs we alter the {cale ; or, perhaps, 
reverfe it. When ftocks rife, intime of peace 
in England, it fhews that the rich have 
wrung more and more from the induftry of 
the poor; more than they know well what to 
do with; and, therefore, they place it in the 
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funds at a {mall intereft. But, inthis country, 
if the arts fhall be encouraged by a wife admi- 
niftration, it muft be a long time before that 
period arrives, when monied men will be at a 
lofs how to difpofe of their capital. There- 
fore, if ftocks rife, it will bea fign of deteriora- 
tion; and their fall, a proof of the wifdom of 
government. ‘This is only mentioned as. an 
antidote againft arifto-federal poifon; well 
knowing, that if the ftocks fhould depreciate, 
they will bring it as a proof of the mifmanage- 
ment of our republico-federal adminiftration, 
when the fact may be the very reverie. 


It was intended, to go at large into the ufe 
and abufe of paper money ; and the enormous 
privileges conferred on banks: but as this fub- 
ject would furpafs the bounds of the prefent 
number, it muft be referved for another oppor- 
tunity, 








